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limited by having only to speak of my Frenchman's
talk of him. I have got all the hours of the great
Examination this week for writing my article, and
if people will not call and talk to me I shall do
very well. Hardy, Cross, and W. H. Smith1 all
lunched at the Athenaeum yesterday; I talked to
Hardy about St. Andrews, and told him how grati-
fied I was that the Church and Conservative party
among the Students had considered me the proper
substitute for Lord Salisbury when Lord Salisbury
failed them.2 People at the club were talking
much about the chances of war, but you know how
they talk. That wonderful creature, the British
Philistine, has been splashing about daring this
war, in a way more than worthy of himself. That
is what is peculiar to England and what misleads
foreigners; there is no country in the world where
so much nonsense becomes so public, and so appears
to stand for the general voice of the nation, deter-
mining its government. I am glad of the turn,
things have taken in France. We have breakfasted
and your note has just come. It is a hoar frost,
and you should see the squirrels scampering about
the lawn for the nuts we strew there. We have
also a jackdaw who visits us and is becoming very
tame. But my delight at present is in the black-
birds aM thrushes, who abound, and sing inde-
fatigahly. Now I must take a turn round the place,
and then work at my Goethe. On looking back at
1 Three members of Lord Beaconsfield's Cabinet.
2 He was invited to stand for the Lord Rectorship of St.
Andrews University; and declined November 22fr 1877.